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Study on the System of Guarding Envoys during the Period of the Beijing Government in the Republic of China
FENG Qiao - xia
( School of History and Culture Henan University Kaifeng 475000 China )

Abstract: The system of Guarding Envoys as a kind of temporary military official was set up by the Beijing Government
of the Republic of China to cajole local warlords and appease local powers. The agencies were generally established in border
areas and important cities and the top military officers charging military and political affairs within their respective jurisdic—
tions and part of the civil affairs and diplomatic affairs were usually the army brigade commanders the mixed bridge com—
manders or army commanders. Although the Guarding Envoys played a positive role in maintaining social security and stabili—
zing social order their negative role was more prominent. This system intensified warlord disputes and social unrest. In the
1920s there were repeated calls for the abolition of the Guarding Envoys and especially after the Northern Expedition of the
National Revolutionary Army this system was abolished successively.

Key words: the period of the Beijing Government of the Republic of China; Guarding Envoys; political systems; warlords
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