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A New Study on the Debate Between Chen Duxiu

and Kang Youwei in New Youth about Confucianism
Peng Chunling

( Institute of Modern History Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100732  China)

Abstract: The debate between Chen Duxiu ( ) and Kang Youwei ( ) in the journal New Youth
( « )) about Confucianism is considered as a significant event in the ideological history of the 20th
century. Although they conflicted intensely on the surface they shared the basic view about nationals which
made their debate more supplementary with each other. Chen Duxiu didnt take Kang as his main opponent in
the first few issues of the journal New Youth. After Yuan Shikai ( ) died Kang and his group of people
strongly promoted the second movement to advocate Confucianism as national religion. Chen Duxiu attacked
Kang fiercely in Volume Two of New Youth. Chen ecriticized the relationship between Confucianism and the
monarchy which looked like a convenient political language. In fact Chen accepted Kang’ s view that a
modern country should be built by new citizens with good ethics. However harbouring the belief in
individualism Chen didn’ t agree with Kang’ s thought on family morality. After the failure to advocate
Confucianism as national religion New Youth had more diverse discussions about Confucianism from its sixth
issue of Volume Two to the third issue of Volume Three. But after the Manchu Restoration started by Zhang
Xun ( ) in which Kang Youwei participated New Youth unhesitatingly came back to their stand to oppose
Confucianism. And all his life Chen Duxiu never stop humiliating Kang Youwei as a participant of the
Manchu Restoration. .

Key words: Chen Duxiu Kang Youwei New Youth Confucianism nationals
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