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Scientific Verification and Cultural Interpretation.

The Dual Tracks of Chinese New Historiography
Xie Jindong

Abstract ; Scientific verification and cultural interpretation are the two most common research approaches in Chinese new
historiography. The former aims to discover the truth of historical facts or the principle of historical evolution, while the
latter intends to explore the significance of history or manifest the true historical knowledge. These two ways of
research constitute the dual tracks of Chinese new historiography. It is along these dual tracks that Chinese
historiography develops.In light of the dual tracks of Chinese new historiography,and the standard of novelty, there are
eight schools in the new historiography of China, which are respectively represented by Liang Qichao, Wang Guowei,
Chen Yinque, Hu Shi, Gu Jiegang, Fu Sinian, Guo Moruo and Qian Mu.Scientific verification and cultural interpretation,
the two different ways of historical study, manifest the diversification of Chinese new historiography. These two ways
are compatible and complementary to each other in historical perspectives and methods, thus having no fundamental
conflicts and oppositions. Xu Guansan, who rejects cultural interpretation with scientific verification, excludes the
cultural historiography advocated by Qian Mu from the category of new historiography in his Ninety Years of New
Historiography ,because his narrow conception of new historiography is trapped by the myth of Science.Qian Mu’s
new historiography has some characteristics, such as inheriting Chinese traditional historiography. emphasizing the
coordination between research subjects and objects, and taking culture as research basis and interpretation as the
method. This is typically manifested in his proposition of “explaining history by the study of literati”.Besides, he takes
the stand of China, explores the significance of Chinese history and culture, seeks the true historical knowledge in
conformity with Chinese history and culture,and stresses the practical utility of history.Qian Mu’s conception of new
historiography has some similarities with post-modernism in criticizing scientism historiography and objecting to
culture monism and west-centrism”’ s view of history. But based on pursuing true history, Qian Mu’ s historical
epistemology possesses some essential differences from the standpoints of postmodernism which lead to historical
nihilism.

Keywords : Scientific Verification; Cultural Interpretation; Ninety Years of New Historiography ; Eight Schools of New

Historiography; Qian Mu
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