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Abstract

Customs Time and Beijing Time: Time Zone in Perspective of Modern Chinese Politics

FENG lei
The modern China’ s selection of time zone was closely related not only to the political situation but also to
the globalization of time. Customs Time for example reflected the late Qing’ s broken sovereignty; the
Five Time Zones mirrored the Republican China’ s helplessness in face of the imperialistic powers and

separatist warlords; and Beijing Time voices the People’ s Republic of China’ s proud full independence.

Japan’ s Hanyeping-Style Loan: An Analysis of the 18981899 Negotiation on Mutual Sales of Coal
and Iron Ore YE Lei
The negotiation involved three parties namely Sheng Xuanhuai the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan
( MOFA) and the Ministry of Agriculture and Commerce of Japan ( MOAC) . Sheng aimed to find solution
to the lack of capital and coke; MOFA to politically have a hand in China’ s steel industry; and MOAC

to secure the supply of raw materials to Japan’s Yawada Steel Works. The final agreement marked the

creation of Hanyeping-style loan which laid the foundation for future Sino-Japanese loans.

Liang Qichao and the Propagation of Class Concept in Early Twentieth-Century China

JIANG Ling-nan
At first Liang Qichao did not think there were any classes in the Chinese society and argued instead that
the traditional China outdid the rest of the world in terms of the social mobility. Then the failed political
practice in the early Republican China and the growing popularity of social class as a new tool of socio—
structural analysis urged Liang to discuss the Marxist concept of class and its applicability to China. Gen—

erally Liang” s class was similar to that of the socialists of Western Europe.

Children-Centricness and National Stance: Reshaping the View of Children in the 1950s LIU Yi
In the 1950s the view of children that was characterized by children-centricness was remolded into har-
monizing with the national stance. This endeavor was related to a series of national political campaigns in
China. Overall the children—centric view was flexibly reshaped. As a result the reshaped view of children

was in accord with the state ideology.

The Ritualization of Ambiguous Symbol: Exploring News—Reading Groups in Alleys of Early New
China’ s Shanghai DONG Qian
The present paper points out that the news—eading groups working in Shanghai’ s small alleys in the early
People’ s Republic of China ( PRC) by means of ritualization played a great role in disseminating the
key political concepts such as collectivity state and class. Figuratively these groups which were them—

selves ambiguous symbols were transducers and fermenters of the social movements in the early PRC.

The Ancient Maritime Silk Road and Vicissitudes of Singapore Harbor

HU De-kun and WANG Dan-gui
As early as the reign of Emperor Wu (r. 14187 BC) the sea around Singapore was one of the parts of
the Maritime Silk Road. Since the seventh century the ancient Singapore a dependency of Srivijaya em—
pire was vital to the Road. At the close of the thirteenth century Singapore became commercially pros—
perous due to the fall of Srivijaya and Yuan’ s booming marine trade. Nevertheless Singapore declined
because of significant changes taking place in Ming”’ s policy on maritime trade after the fourteenth centu—
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