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The Publishing Profile, Knowledge Building and Social Diffusion of
“New Culture”; A Historical Probe into An Encyclopedic Dictionary of

New Knowledge of the Commercial Press

HUANG Xingtao
(Department of History, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract: Published in 1923, An Encyclopedic Dictionary of New Culture, was one of the key
publications brought out by the Commercial Press, an active institution promoting the spread of
new culture, which was even considered an outspoken symbol of the publisher’s support of the New Cul-
ture Movement. Such a publication vividly exemplified the so-called “Business of Enlightenment” . In the
name of an Encyclopedia of “New Culture”, aimed at constructing a synthetic and comprehensive
knowledge system of the New Culture. The effort and the historical characteristic of the publication
is worth of our examination and reflection. Especially the compassionate attitude and dissemination
of Marxism in this book implied a distinct intention of steering the intellectual and cultural trend. A
study on the publication of the book will help us to understand the trend of the latter period of New
Cultural Movement. An Encyclopedic Dictionary of New Knowledge, republished constantly in
the following years, was the virtual predecessor of various publications of “Dictionary of New
Knowledge” and “The Dictionary of New Terminology” .

Key words: An Encyclopedic Dictionary of New Knowledge; The Commercial Press; Tang Jing-
gao; The building of new knowledge; The diffusion of Marxism
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