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Beijing Park Idea at Early Republic of China and Transformation of
Traditional Public Space: A case of Beijing City Remaking between 1914 and 1915
JU Xi

(Institute for Social Management/School of Sociology,Centre for Folklore,Classics and Characters, BNU, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract; In the early Republic of China, bureaucratic elites took the creation of public parks as an important measure-
ment for reconstructing Beijing. For this phenomenon,the focus of the debates rests with the extent to which what was the
publicity of parks. In fact,there were many entertainment venues in old Beijing. From the 19th century to the early 20th cen-
tury,citizens in Beijing had mainly three kinds of leisure activities; pilgrimage, sightseeing and fair,all of which had the char-
acteristic of entertaining,and often took place within or near to temples all year round. The temples served as landmarks of
those public spaces that correlated with certain dates and hence obtained their aesthetic value for their characters of noisy
bustling or quiet landscape. However, the bureaucratic elites who were with keen determination of building new parks ignored
the existence of the old public spaces. Deeper reasons were “the western time system,city ideals in industrial age and the idea
of body control in modern society” in their minds. Under the impact of the new working system calendar of “the week”, the
traditional public spaces that gained their meaning by the seasons and festivals were forgotten. Bustling and noisy unban aes-
thetics in Riverside Scene at Qingming Festival were replaced by the regularization and the technicalization of modern city.
The goal of entertainment was no longer for embracing the nature but for health promotion and body management. There-
fore, the entertainment venues in old days lost their aesthetic function. On the other hand, the eradication of superstition cau-
sing the temples as landscapes lost their holiness, which even led to their “death”. The breaking of traditional forklore, the de-
tachment of social subject and intelle. In fact,actual elites, the detachment of the national ideals and the living style of under-
class, the transformation from forbidden garden to public park,all reflected the complete opposition of the modern city con-
cept and the traditional living style. Parks, therefore,never became public spaces for the underclass publics.

Keywords: early Republic of China;Beijing forklore;urban space
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