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ed in the ignorance and the arrogance of the West toward China. Through Japan, it was almost universally ac-
cepted by Chinese scholars and politicians through much of the 20th century under the pressure of saving China
from Western and Japanese invasions. But this explanation is not fully applicable to Montesquieu, who first in-
troduced and developed this idea. Through investigating his general theory of moderate and despotic regimes,
and his understanding of China, I will explain why he introduced this idea and why it was deeply problematic.
After clarifying the concept of despotism, I will challenge directly the understanding that the traditional Chinese
regime was autocratic. Finally, I will show that because of the inadequacy of this understanding and the actions
taken by the Chinese on the basis of this understanding, China has indeed become despotic since the collapse of
the traditional Chinese regime, which, ironically, does corroborate Montesquieu’s understanding of the nature

of despotism.

The Essence ofCollation and Supplement of the Images and Biographies of Qing Scholars Chen Zuwu

The Images and Biographies of Qing Scholars written by Ye Yanlan in collaboration with his grandson Ye
Gongchuo is an unfinished piece of literature. Its second volume which was completed more than half a century
ago has only images but no biographies. I have spent more than six years to finish Collation and Sup plement o f
the Images and Biographies of Qing Scholars. In this paper, I link the “Origin”, “General Notices”, and “Il-
lustration of Collation” of the book, as well as three complementary biographies of Zhao Zhixin, Kong Guanglin,
and Ding Yici who were born in Shandong Province. Through these advance contents, readers could detect the

gist of the whole book.

Expressing with the Feet:The Alternative Narratives of Rural Crisis in the 1920s and 1930s China Ma Junya

In the 1920s and 1930s, expositions of rural crisis in China reached an amazingly large amount. Yet a consid-
erable part of these narratives concentrated on Jiangnan, i. e. lands south of the lower reaches of the Yangtze
River, and the most flourishing economic area in China, which took temporary economic fluctuation brought by
world market as the irreversible ultimate contradiction of the society. However, even in times of crisis, the busi-
ness economy in modern Jiangnan still contained boundless energy. The real crisis in Chinese rural society did
not suffer from the fluctuation of world market, but isolation from the world economy. In the agricultural areas
experiencing less natural calamity, the peasant economy indeed suffered from involution; while in the disaster-
ridden areas, peasants suffered more from not being involved in involution. The rural crisis in the 1920s and
1930s that peasants expressed with their feet revealed more truly the regional imbalance of social economy and

essential contradiction of rural society in China.

The Enlightening Significance of World System Theory on the Methodology Wu Ying

Framed bya world system, World History Theory analyzes the development of global capitalism in the long
run, providing us with a new perspective and method to have an overall and dynamic understanding of modern
capitalism. Since its foundation, World History Theory continues to expand its influence, but also faces criti-
cisms from all sides. Against the criticisms from Weberians, orthodox Marxists, adherents for law of compara-
tive advantage by David Ricardo, neo-Hintzians and postmodernist, Wallerstein makes strong responses, and
systematically studies the forming and influence of the capitalist ideology which not previously involved in newly-
published The Modern World-System IV, thus more fully and deeply shows the methodology meaning of world

system theory, and its enlightening significance for contemporary social science research.

The Appearance of Works of Philosophers and Transformation of Books Liu Guangyu

The official books are products of official historian in the Shang and Zhou Dynasties. As the culture of official
historian is a kind of religious culture served for the purpose of monopolization, the official books possess three
characteristics: no public communication being allowed, the author being anonymous, and book having no defini-

tive edition. The works of philosophers appeared posterior to official books, which was caused by the great revo-



