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Modern Chinese History Studies

The Establishment of Japanese Concessions in Treaty Ports along the Yangtze River Valley in the

Six Years after the First Sino-Japanese War(1894—1895) «c--eceeceeeeenn --+-« Li Shaojun(4)

After the signing of the Treaty of Shimonoseki, in order to enjoy the same status and rights as the Western great
powers, Japan was eager to establish exclusive concessions in some of the treaty ports along the Yangize River
Valley. However, based on the suggestions of Zhang Zhidong and other officials, the Qing government responded to Japan
by establishing foreign markets under Chinese sovereignty. At the same time, the government accepted Li Hongzhang’s
proposal to use the Western powers to contain Japan. Japan and China negotiated for six years over the establishment of
Japanese concessions in Suzhou, Hangzhou, Shashi, Hankou, Chongqing and Shanghai. From beginning to end, Japan
aimed to strip away China’s administrative jurisdiction over Japanese concessions and implement extraterritoriality, while
also trying to transfer the burdens of establishing the concessions to China. However, this was resisted by both the Zongli
Yamen and the local governments that would have been affected by the concessions. In the end, Japan used its power to
force the Qing government intoe submission. After establishing a framework for exclusive concessions in Suzhou and
Hangzhou, Japan extended it to the other treaty ports. Japan, however, was worried about the responses of the Western great
powers. Because Japan's scheme to establish an exclusive concession in Shanghai conflicted with the British and American
plan to enlarge the Shanghai International Seitlement, and moreover had no other advantages, Japan chose to abandon its
plans in the end. Zhang Zhidong led the Qing government to resist the establishment of Japanese concessions for a time, but

after he turned to a “ poliey of uniting with Japan,” his attitude and conduct saw major changes.

The Eight Big Hutongs and the Composition of Beijing’s Spaces—Centered on Beijing’s Brothels
during the Qing and Republican Periods ---«-« covieneuienenns csrenesicisies Xiong Yuanbao (30)
Many prostitutes and brothels were concentrated in the Eight Big Hutongs, which were located in the bustling

downtown area of Beijing and adjoined numerous commercial and entertainment facilities. During the Qing and Republican

periods, this area therefore had a special symholic meaning in the composition of Beijing's spaces. This composition of space
formed gradually in the early days of the Qing dynasty, owing in part to the area’s high population density, unbalanced
gender ratio, and large populations of itinerant people and outsiders. However, the main reasons were the influence of the
early-Qing policies of “ separating Bannermen and Han people” and removing entertainment facilities from the inner
city. The area’s composition was also related to the special characteristics of the Qing government and the fact that, in
reality, the outer part of the city became the area where the entire capital received daily social services. During the New

Policies of the late Qing, which were influenced by Japan and Europe, the municipal administration system adopted

regulations such as issuing licenses to prostitutes and brothels, registering them, and requiring physical examinations. That

meant the government officially admitted the existence of “licensed prostitution,” but limited it to the area in which brothels
already operated. Afterwards, the municipal government of Beijing in the Republican period carried on and expanded upon
the regulations of the late Qing, and fixed the spatial location of the “red light distriet” in downtown Beijing.

A Study of the Demolition of the Walls of the Imperlal Clty in the Early Days of the Republic of
China (1915—1930)  «eeveererseieines i R p R R s T -+« Jia Changbao (45)

The Soviet Revolution: From Propaganda Slogans to a Program of Action—An Analysis Centered
on the Armed Riots and Construction of State Power in the Early Period of the Chinese
Comm“nist Party R e A N R ran v Es ALY T R A Yu Huami"{69)

The rise of China's Soviet movement had a causal historical relationship with both the rupture of relations between
160
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