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From Autonomy to Bao-Jia System

On Village Politics in the suburbs of Beijing in Modern Times
LI Er-Ling
( Institute of History Capital Normal University Beijing 100091 China)

Abstract: Starting from the late Qing dynasty the national power incorporated rural organizations
gradually. The politics modernization of Beijing suburbs was built on the extraction of social wealth to serve the
war. In autonomous period the nation extracted wealth by the way of increasing the surcharge contributing to
the Green Crop Society’s consolidation. Local authorities used temple as a public space and maintained the
power regardless of name changes. Since the implement of the Bao-Jia system local community leaders
gradually differentiated and became the plundering tools for the government. The old culture network of the
villages had been broken; local administration had finally been collected; the Bao-Jia system completely
destroyed the rural organizations. In these changes the entanglements of local society and national
administration are worth of further exploration.

Keywords: Beijing suburbs; public space; the Green Crop Society; autonomy; the Bao-Jia system



