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Multiple Creation of Identity of State in Modern China (Symposium)
Xu Jilin, Shen Jie, Song Hong, Yan Quan & Qu Jun
Abstract: Xu Jilin believes that the politics of the early stage of the National Period was at chaos because
a lack of the authority of the state. What the political forces scramble was only the political power,
resulting in the chance of re-construct the authority of state time and again. Shen Jie holds that it was
the multiple authorities, i.e., a multi-layer scramble between warlords and KMT, between the warlords,
and among KMT factions, caused endlessly political disorder. Song Hong puts up that the suggestion
of constitutional monarchy had an obvious ground of public opinion, but it failed because of many
difficulties in reality. Yan Quan mentioned the advocate of provincial constitution for local power in
early national period, and believes that, in 1923, the National Constitution had created a federal power
division system with Chinese characteristics, but it was soon disrupted by the national revolution. Qu Jun
points out that in the process of molding a state identity in modern China, the “treasure” of nationalism

was attached importance to, and its “loveliness” was neglected..

Key word: Revolution of 1911, state authority, state power, state identity, nationalism
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