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Nation's Unification by Force of Zhili and Anhui Cliques
in the Period of Beiyang Government

PEN Tao'*, YANG Tian-hong'

(1. College of History and Culture, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610064 ;
2. College of Literature and Journalism, Chengdu University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610106, China)

Abstract: In the period of Beiyang government, China was torn apart by warlords and was
split as the Five Dynasties. During the times of controlling the central regime, Anhui and Zhili
cliques successively pushed forward the unification by force to end this status. However, observ-
ing from a military standpoint, those wars were quite offbeat. Above all, the guiding principles in
those wars seemed to fall short of the theory of military science, and differentiate from the nor-
mal practice of the modern wars. Winner came out quickly in those wars without large casualties,
while modern weapons such as plane and cannon exerted limited effects. Furthermore, although
claimed as modern wars, the fights with live ammunition were not fierce. Every party seemed to
be more likely to do the verbal struggles, the contents of which were highly homogeneous so that
it is hard to understand what they were fighting for. Seeking for the nation’s unification in such a
strange strategy is just running in the opposite direction.

Key words: the period of Beiyang government; Zhili and Anhui cliques; the nation’s unifica-

tion by force; “offbeat wars”
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