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On Post-May Fourth Family Revolution of Beijing Work-Study Group
ZHAO Yan-ie
( Institute of Modern History Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 10006 China)

Abstract: Around the May Fourth Movement new intellectuals fervently criticized old family system
alongside traditional rituals ( lijiao) and morality. Motivated by this trend young radicals dreamed of a utopia
of common life where there was no marriage surname or family. Some of them even took a courageous leap by
putting this utopia into practice. In the spring of 1920 a few young students organized a work-study group in
Beijing with an apparent attempt to family revolution. This practice is indicative of that as part of the process
of turning intellectual revolution into social reforms China’s family revolution was becoming increasingly
organized and radicalized. Although the work—study group disbanded shortly due to some complicated issues
the idea of abolishing family and marriage lingered and influenced many young Chinese revolutionaries.

Keywords: family revolution; abolishment of family; free love; work-study group
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