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The Prevention and Control of Plague and the Shut-Down of Transportation in Northeast China in
the Late Qing Dynasty Du Lihong(73)

Plague broke out in Northeast China in 1910. To cope with the emergency, the Qing
government shut down transport links with the affected region. The transport conditions in
Northeast China meant that this measure was initially implemented for rail, land and sea
transport. Those most affected were the large numbers of laborers who had come to the
Northeast from other parts of China. After the Qing government halted railway transport,
complex negotiations were undertaken between China and Russia, between the center and local
governments, and among provinces and localities to prevent the laborers from making the journey
by foot. At first, fearing that their movement into the hinterland of China might spread the
plague and increase the pressure on the regions, the governors of Zhili and Shandong forbade
them to travel southward through the Shanhaiguan Pass. After the Spring Festival, the laborers
from Zhili and Shandong came back to Northeast China to gain work; the major content of the
transport interdiction thus turned out to be the ban imposed by the governor of the three
Northeastern provinces on laborers’ travelling northeast via the pass. The Northeastern
provinces also negotiated with each other over holding the laborers back and providing for them.
In response to foreign pressure, marine transport was blocked at the two ports of Andong and
Yingkou. The transport ban showed a certain modernity, but in terms of political operations, it
was essentially a process of cooperation and competition among various political forces ranging
from the central government to the regions. The process displayed the Qing government’s ability

to respond to emergencies.

The Amendment of the Law on Chambers of Commerce in the 1920s and Its Effects Zhu Ying(91)

In the mid-and late 1920s, with the rise and expansion of the merchant movement
launched by the Kuomintang, chambers of commerce began to encounter an unprecedented
survival crisis. Many chambers of commerce strongly urged the amendment of the Law on
Chambers of Commerce to ensure their own legitimate survival and development. The policy
that the Kuomintang adopted was at first ambiguous, but after the establishment of the

3

Nationalist Government in Nanjing, it moved from “revolutionary destruction” to a new
stage of “revolutionary construction”, with a concomitant change in its understanding of the

nature and role of the chamber of commerce. Finally, it enacted a new law on chambers of

+ 190 -
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commerce in August 1929, ensuring them a safe passage through the political crisis and
continued legal existence. Not only did this amendment have unique causes, it also involved a
complex process with which the chambers of commerce were intimately and proactively
associated. In general, the reorganized chambers of commerce under the new law on
chambers of commerce retained their identity as independent non-government industrial and

commercial groupings.

Anti-Germanic Feeling and the Political Crisis of the Early Byzantine Empire
Dong Xiaojia and Liu Rongrong(108)
The early Byzantine emperors inherited and further developed the Roman republican and
imperial policy of recruiting barbarians into their armies. This measure was aimed at securing the
borders of the empire. On the one hand, the policy helped reduce the growing pressure on the
borders and increased the pool of military recruits; but on the other, it meant that barbarian
soldiers, represented by Germanic tribes, held important positions in the army, leading to the
barbarization of the empire’s military forces. Barbarian forays from outside the empire’s borders
and the growing numbers of barbarian soldiers and commanders within them aroused antr
Germanic feeling. These subjective sentiments combined with the objective contradiction between
military and imperial power in the Byzantine political system was to bring about a political crisis
in the late 4th and early 5th century. This was the most serious crisis since the establishment of

Constantinople.

The Circumstances of Christian Survival in Al-Andalus at the Beginning of Muslim Conquest
Xia Jiguo(126)
Before the Moslem conquest of the Iberian Peninsula, the Visigoth Kingdom had forcibly
converted the inhabitants to Christianity. While this policy was being implemented, from 711 to
713 the Moslems were completing their conquest of the area, which they renamed Al-Andalus.
Christian converts now faced Moslem rule. At this early stage of the Moslem conquest, how did
the Christians survive? Early literature tells us that between 711 and 756, the Moslems
established their control over Al-Andalus through military conquest or peaceful agreements; the
governing order bequeathed by the Visigoth Kingdom was maintained to a considerable extent ,

and a two-way process of acclimatization was under way. The Christians enjoyed {reedom of
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