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Local Autonomy and the Construction of a Unified Country
Another Study on the “InterProvincial Autonomy”

Campaign during the Beiyang Government Period

Yang Tianhong
( School of History and Culture Sichuan University Chengdu Sichuan 610064)

Abstract: During the Beiyang Military Administration ( 1912 —1928) the central government weakened
as local power rose dramatically to a large degree as the result of the spread of western concepts of autonomy
and union system in China. “Inter-Provincial Autonomy” however was not the opposite of a unified country.
Although the proposal of such a political model was to confront the central government under the control of the
Beiyang Army the majority of Chinese cherished the ideal of a unified country. As the Beiyang military
government was moving to a collapse people had to look outside for resources to unite the country. In this
situation the “Inter-Provincial Autonomy” served to disintegrate the military-political regime and to support
the Nationalist ( KMT) Government that was taking shape. The new regime however turned out to be a
party-dominated centralized one thus negating the possibility of a union based on inter-provincial autonomy.
This result was totally unexpected by those who had helped in the formation of the new regime.

Key words: Beiyang Government Provincial Autonomy unified country local autonomy
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