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Beijing in the Memory and Recollecting Beijing

CHEN Ping-yuan
(Literature Department  Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: All the people who traveled and lived in Beijing would have memory of this city in vary-
ing degrees, but not everybody was able to change the impression unconscious and fragmentary into a kind
of cultural activity consciously. It means that a person, a historical act or a city may be given a new life
if the noun Beijing in the Memory is transferred into the verb Recollecting Beijing. The paper focuses on
how changing the passive Beijing in the Memory into the initiative Recollecting Beijing, and suggests that
“Beijing Research” have great potentialities even though it is not more splendid than “Shanghai Re-
search” so far.

Keywords: Beijing; literary imagination; cultural memory
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