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repeatedly shelved; in the end, it was never put into effect.

Reflecting on the Backward Transmission of an Advanced Manufacturing Technology: A Case Study
of the Historical Documentation on Chuanjiang Wooden Boats Lan Yong (89)

Technological transmission can be divided into standard transmission and empirical transmis-
sion. In the West, the standard transmission of wooden boat technology began in the 16th centu-
ry, but in China, the technology of manufacturing Chuanjiang wooden boats was always trans-
mitted empirically. We sum up the huge contrast between the advanced manufacturing technology
of Chuanjiang wooden boats and the backwardness of this technology’ s mode of transmission in
the concept of “the Chuanjiang case,” with a view to facilitating thinking about the transmission
of traditional Chinese technology. The boats’ advanced manufacture is inseparable from their dis-
tinctive river setting, with its relatively high level of economic development, but the reasons for
the backwardness of technical transmission are more complex. This article indicates that the twin
problems of “weak textualization” and “weak textual accuracy” affected the transmission of tech-
nology in the Chuanjiang case. The traditional literature conveying Chinese manufacturing tech-
nology involved subjective summaries of a culture oriented toward success in work rather than
manufacturing blueprints. The impressionistic perceptual and artistry of traditional Chinese draw-
ings is an important reason for the “weak textual accuracy” of the documentation on traditional
Chinese wooden boats. On the one hand, the social traditions of the Sichuan region emphasized
ethical studies at the expense of technological application; handicraft industry was small-scale and
not intensive; and there was little state intervention. On the other, the uniqueness of the technol-
ogy and its regional function not only deprived the wooden boats of the subjective demands and
objective necessity for textualization within the region, but also weakened their influence outside
the region. This left the Chuanjiang wooden boats in a state of “aphasia” during the national
process of textualizing wooden boat technology. These two sets of reasons underlay the “weak

textualization” of Chuanjiang wooden boat technology.

The Chinese Intelligentsia between the May Thirtieth Movement and the March Eighteenth Move-
ment. Centered on Beijing and Shanghai Zheng Shiqu (109)

The period between the May Thirtieth Movement of 1925 and the March Eighteenth Movement of
1926 formed the prelude to the Chinese National Revolution. These movements involved not just
students but a broad swathe of the Chinese population in social and political activity. The intelligentsia—
mainly made up of the press and educational circles—were highly influential in Chinese society, and their
role was decisive. Briefly stunned into passivity, the press rapidly moved to a fervor of indignation, thro-
wing itself behind the movements and providing a key forum for public opinion on the Chinese struggle.
The immature students were no match for the intelligentsia in terms of level of cultivation, social posi-
tion, organizational skills, personal connections and experience of the world, so the latter played
a uniquely important role in these movements. This was especially evident in the changing envi-
ronment of the March Eighteenth Movement following the disintegration of the united front. The
internal divisions within the intelligentsia at the time indicate that the historical scene was under-
going a profound transformation from external concerns to domestic inquisitions, leading to the
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reappearance of the original gulf between the political demands of the different party factions. In
other words, the March Eighteenth Movement brought the National Revolution sharply before

the nation as the task of the times.

The Cultural Heritage of Hellenistic Civilization in the Orient and Its Historical Positioning
Yang Juping (127)
The Hellenistic civilization of the Orient refers to the regional civilization that developed in
the wake of Alexander the Great’ s eastward expedition to Central Asia and India. It was part of
Hellenistic civilization, but had distinct regional characteristics. It was mainly forged by succes-
sive waves of Bactrians and Indo-Greeks over three centuries. Even though they were geographi-
cally isolated in the East and were thus inevitably influenced by local cultures, they retained
Greek traditions and kept their distinctive ethnic characteristics. Alongside the other ethnic
groups, they thus created a multicultural civilization in which Greek culture was dominant but
was blended with elements of Persian and Indian civilizations and the northern steppe nomadic
culture. This had a profound influence on the region’ s historical development, resulting in effect
in the formation of a “Greco-Bactrian civilization circle” or “Oriental Hellenistic civilization cir-
cle” centering on Amu Darya in Central Asia and on Northwest India in the centuries around the
beginning of the Christian era. It was this region that constituted the heart of the Silk Road. Its
cultural heritage was diffused rapidly via the Silk Road, promoting to a degree the contact and

communication between Hellenistic and Chinese civilizations.

An “Ordinary” or an “Upper Class” Citizen A Revaluation of Augustine’ s Family Background
Xia Dongqi (144)
Augustine claimed that he was born in an “ordinary” family (municipis tenuis) , but Possidi-
us’ Life of St. Augustine points out that his parents actually belonged to the “upper class” of
citizens (honestiores). In the West, Augustinian studies have long been influenced by this “ordi-
nary citizen” narrative, “minimizing” the economic and social background of Augustine” s family
in their assessments. Although the various family narratives Augustine provides in his Confes-
sions, Against the Academics and other works were composed in different contexts and had dif-
ferent literary objectives, none constitutes full and sufficient evidence for the “minimal” interpre-
tation. Behind the literary representation in the Con fessions are numerous clues to Augustine’ s
actual family background: he wished to show the humility of an “ordinary citizen,” but could not
totally conceal his privileged background. Based on the hidden clues provided by these details, we

have every reason to “maximize” the interpretation of Augustine” s family background.

Historical Notes
A Study of the Four Halls of Weiyang Palace Chen Suzhen (165)
The Origin of the Geographical Name “Xizang” (Tibet) Li Qinpu (176)

Abstracts of Articles in History and Theory Translated by Yang Guangshuo (185)




