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Modern Transition of the Traditional Chinese Sociological Theory of Gender

WU Xiao-ma
(School of History, Renmin University of China Beijing 100872, China)

[ Key words] the traditional Chinese social concept of gender; attitude towards femininity; mod-
ern transition

[ Abstracf The new intellectuals at the transitional period of the late Qing Dynasty and the early
years of the Republic of China undertook a reform in the concept of gender against the traditional
one. These advocators of the modern transition of the traditional culture resorted to the modern
theories of nationalism and equal rights of man and woman to carry out this reform. They recon-
structed the conceptual hierarchy of gender, reevaluated the social value of the female, reinterpre-
ted the relation between talent and ethics of the female, and reshaped the role of the female. The
traditional ideas of the gender is revolutionized with the overturn of male chauvinism, familism
and ethics which had been cherished so much in the ancient patriarchal and agricultural society.
This modern transition of the traditional concept of gender symbolizes an indispensable component

of the process of the social and cultural transition in the Chinese modern history.
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