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The Game of Non-Governmental Economic Diplomacy
between China and Japan: An Example of Boycotting
Japanese Goods Movement in 1923

Yu Wenhao

Abstract: This paper uses historical data between the two countries and inspects the boycott
movement against Japanese goods in 1923 from the perspective of non-governmental economic diplo—
macy. Considering that this boycott movement in fact is a game between the two sides of businessmen
groups and the governments. The game presents two characteristics. The first one is imbalance Ja—
pan occupied initiative the Chinese side was in a passive position. The main reason is the differ—
ences between two sides in the political forces. The other one is duality from the Chinese side to re—
sist to the Japanese side anti boycott and then to the Chinese side was banned. This is decided by
both the governments and its own advantages and disadvantages. Although this movement did not a—
chieve the desired economic and political effect Chinese businessmen groups made a positive re—
sponse against the political and economic aggression from Japan using non-governmental economic
diplomacy and being as a backup supplementary power of the Chinese governmental diplomacy. By
non-governmental economic diplomacy the Japanese businessmen groups participated indirectly in
foreign affairs and played a role of maintaining the power of Japanese economic aggression and ex—
pansion for the Japanese government’ s aggressive policy toward China. Thus it can be seen non—
governmental economic diplomacy has a certain influence for their governments or other governments
diplomatic decision-making and international relations. It is a powerful supplement for the govern—
mental diplomacy and plays a strong supervision role.

Key words: boycott against Japanese goods; play a game; non-governmental economic diplo—

macy
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