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. “By the way

you could publish notices of John Dewey’s last two volumes of a kind that will expose his superficiality. He has been exercising a bad

influence in this country and I suspect also in China. ”

. The Birth of a Chinese Cultural Movement: Letters Between

Babbitt and Wu Mi HUMANITAS Volume X V II Nos.1 and 2 2004.
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The Starting Publication of The Critical Review and Its Time Situation

ZHUANG Zexi
( The Department of History Sun Yet-sen University Guangzhou Guangdong 510275 China)

Abstract: The Critical Review was created by a group of Chinese students studying in the USA  who accepted
the thoughts and ideas of Prof. Babbitt. After they returned back to China they got support from the people in China
dissatisfied with the new cultural movement and took the criticism of the new cultural movement as their open mis—
sion. However this magazine was confronted with a bad situation in the domestic realm of thoughts. It was closely
related to the traits of Babbitt’s Humanistic theory and its limitation. This paper aims at the reconstruction of the
historic facts of the creation of The Critical Review. Starting from the ideological origin and the time situation this
paper intends to make further discussion about the contribution and limitation of Babbitt’s theory to this magazine
and explore into the reason why this magazine did not have an extensive influence in those years.
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