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An Analysis of the American Sinology Research in the
Scope of the Historians of the Republic of China

WU Yuan-yuan
( Social Sciences Dept. , East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China)

Abstract; In the eyes of scholars of the Republic of China, the achievements of American Sinology were
not comparable with sinology of France and Japan. However, after some academic Sinology books were
published in America, scholars of the Republic of China translated and wrote book reviews on them.
From these book reviews, it is not difficult to find limitations of American Sinology, such as poor Chinese
level , misinterpretation and misunderstanding in annotation of historical data, could not cherish the intel-
ligence and aesthetics of the historical materials, blurred conclusions, etc. Despite these defects, there
were merits in the eyes of scholars of the Republic of China, such as the spirit of open cooperation, new
perspectives and methods, organizational structure and system, pay attention to obscure fields. Scholars
of the Republic of China always kept an attitude of critical studies towards these overseas Sinology, fully
exploring the merits while noting the limitations. The critical attitude of scholars of the Republic of China

is very suggestive for the present Chinese academic circle.

Key Words: historians of the Republic of China; the American Sinology; book review; enlightenment



